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Philological Exegesis and Philosophical Analysis of a
Problematic Character in the Guodian Manuscript
“Taiyi Sheng Shui”

Pham Lee-moi*

Abstract

This study considers the problematic character fffj that occurs in the
Guodian F[JE manuscript “Taiyi sheng shui” &—4:7K. An analysis of this
character’s visual forms, textual variants and the contexts in which it appears,
suggests that ffi simultaneously carries the meanings of the characters # and
Hit via the respective phonetic loan characters Ff and . & and Hf are in
turn related to # and #, which, via the phonetic gloss % , can be interpreted
as ¥ and %, a conceptual pair rooted in ancient cosmological thought with
the parallel meanings “approach/draw near” and “intersect.” Such usage is
evident in “Taiyi sheng shui,” and is further attested to by the expression 5%
that occurs in the “Yao liie” (2% An Overview of the Essentials) chapter of
the Huainanzi /R, and by the expressions [EJ# and #&5 that occur in
Zhang Heng’s 5&Effy Ling xian (8283 Spiritual Constitution of the Universe).
In the course of the discussion, the character %2 in the “Laozi B” manuscript

from Guodian is also considered.

Keywords: Guodian manuscripts, Taiyi sheng shui K—4:7K, Laozi T,
cosmology, excavated texts
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