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Editorial

This issue has a historical focus, starting with articles by Bryan Levman and
Birendra Prasad that are, respectively, on the interplay of Buddhism with other
cultural elements in early and late Indian Buddhism. Marcus Bingenheimer’s
article focuses on how to identify later inclusions in the Agamas, while Bhikkhu
Analayo’s is a defence of the use of the term ‘Theravada’ as a term for a tradition
of Buddhism, which is nicely complemented by Elizabeth Harris's review of How
Theravada is Theravada?

The last two articles deal with modern developments in Buddhism, Richard
Gombrich and Yu-Shuang Yao's being on the Taiwanese Tzu Chi movement,
a prime example of ‘engaged Buddhism’, and Victor Temprano’s critiques
‘Orientalist’ elements in some scholarship on engaged Buddhism.

The two other reviews focus on publications on SE Asian narrative material,
and we also have a response from Richard Gombrich to the BSR review of his
What the Buddha Thought, that returns to the issue of cultural interplay in early
Indian Buddhism.

Peter Harvey
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